
Information Note

Water shed Assess ments
and Streamflow Stud ies
Now Avail able Online

Mar tin Carver

Two new col lec tions of water shed
assess ment and streamflow stud ies 

from across Brit ish Colum bia are now
avail able through the Min is try of
Envi ron ment’s EcoCat Web Page
(http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/ecocat/). 

The first col lec tion con tains water shed
assess ment stud ies that largely fol low
the pro ce dures devel oped under the
1990s For est Prac tices Code in addi -
tion to related stud ies (e.g., ripar ian
and fish hab i tat assess ments, res to ra -
tion over views) car ried out through
the Water shed Res to ra tion Pro gram.
The over-900 items in this col lec tion
are in por ta ble doc u ment for mat (pdf) 
for mat and most include maps.

The sec ond col lec tion includes
streamflow and related stud ies car ried
out largely by the Min is try of Envi ron -
ment’s for mer Water Man age ment
Branch. This col lec tion focusses on
flow mea sure ments and anal y sis of
indi vid ual water sources around the
prov ince as well as a few regional anal -
y sis stud ies. Although much of this
mate rial dates back to the 1970s and
1980s, these stud ies may offer the
only hydrol ogy data avail able for
many of the bas ins involved.

Access ing the Com pi la tions
Go to the EcoCat link at
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/ecocat/ and
click on “Pub lic.” (If you are a mem ber 
of the BC pub lic ser vice, you can
access more reports by choos ing
“Staff.”) The sim plest option is a direct 
key word search by author or title of

the entire EcoCat col lec tion; in this
case, results spe cific to hydrol ogy will
be pre sented along with all other
items in the entire col lec tion related to 
your key word. To focus on the hydrol -
ogy-related mate ri als, click on
“Advanced Search” at the bot tom of
the page and scroll down to the
“Water Infor ma tion” box.

High light the col lec tion of inter est to
you—either “Water shed Assess ment
Stud ies” or “Water Sup ply.” (Other
exist ing water-related stud ies, such as
the Water Qual ity col lec tion, are also
acces si ble in this sec tion.) Pro vide a
key word and select title or author cor -
re spond ingly. Click on “Search” and all 
rel e vant items in the cho sen col lec tion
will be dis played. If you do not pro -
vide a key word, all the stud ies in the
col lec tion will be pre sented for brows -
ing. Alter na tively, you can indi cate the
Region or Water shed Group of inter est 
(close to the top of the Advanced
Search page) and browse the reports
avail able in your geo graphic area of
inter est.

If you pre fer to search spa tially, select
“Search for reports using a map” at
the bot tom of the Advanced Search
page. Each dot shown rep re sents one

study in the EcoCat archive. (There
should soon be an option to show
only those stud ies asso ci ated with sur -
face water or ground wa ter.) Use the
mouse repeat edly to draw a box in the 
approx i mate part of the map that
inter ests you. After click ing on the
black infor ma tion icon, metadata for a 
point shown will be pro vided when
click ing on that point. The asso ci ated
report mate ri als are avail able directly
in a hotlink. Alter na tively, click on
“Find Loca tion” at the top of the map, 
then “Place Name” on the (right) side
list and choose a place name in the
area of inter est to you. Again, a dot
indi cates each study nearby. The
EcoCat inter face may be updated so
these instruc tions may change slightly
in the future. 

If you notice that other com pleted
water shed assess ments or streamflow
stud ies (new or old) are not in the col -
lec tion, let us know. His toric

infor ma tion is valu able to 
both col lec tions, and can 
greatly assist hydrol o gists 
when pre par ing an
up-to-date hydrologic
assess ment for a par tic u -
lar drain age. In addi tion,
if you see errors in the
metadata or in how the

mate ri als are pro vided or stored,
please get in touch.

Feed back on the com pi la tion is wel -
comed and appre ci ated. Please send
all com ments and addi tional infor ma -
tion to:

George Butcher

Water Stew ard ship Divi sion
Min is try of Envi ron ment
PO Box 9362 Stn Prov Govt
Vic to ria, BC  V8W 9M2
Tel: (250) 387-9515
Email: george.butcher@gov.bc.ca 

For more infor ma tion, con tact:

Mar tin Carver
Health Pro tec tion Branch
Min is try of Healthy Liv ing and Sport
Email: mar tin.carver@gov.bc.ca
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