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Thom Erdle (University of New Brunswick): New 
Stewardship and Forest Management Issues in 
New Brunswick.
•	 There is a need for new management initiatives 

because of industrial demand for more wood 
from public land, environmental concerns 
about forest management, and the meltdown 
of the traditional forest industry base.

•	 Modelling shows that, depending on the 
values, the effects of forest management 
scenarios are different, and each scenario has 
trade-offs.

The final formal presentation of the day was given 
by Elizabeth May, leader of the Green Party of 
Canada, who stated that climate change is the 
primary challenge for Canada and for forest man-
agers in Canada. May stressed the need to view 
forests for the ecosystem services they provide, 
including carbon, water, and habitat—values that 
are difficult to monetize without a clear market 
price. A final panel discussion featured current 
forestry students and recent graduates talking 
about how they chose their career, where they saw 

themselves in the future, and what their vision was 
for the future of forestry in a changing world.

The conference provided an excellent introduction 
to the rapidly changing world of forest manage-
ment and forest products, including emerging 
opportunities and challenges around bioenergy 
and carbon. From the diversity of topics and the 
issues raised by conference participants, it is clear 
that a strong forest sector in Canada is needed,  at 
the level of both forest management and forest 
products. Forest professionals will have to adapt to 
new products, markets, and management systems, 
while also dealing with the overarching uncertainty 
associated with climate change. Forest managers 
can also play a role in Canada’s climate change 
mitigation and adaptation efforts through carbon 
sequestration and bioenergy production.  

The conference website can be viewed at:  www.viu.
ca/cif/ and the conference program can be down-
loaded from:  www.viu.ca/cif/documents/agm-
program.pdf. PowerPoint presentations and audio 
recordings of talks are available on the CIF website: 
www.cif-ifc.org/site/2009_nanaimo

BC Wildlife 
Federation’s 

Wetlands (BCWF) 
Education Program 
celebrated a surge in 
programming in 2009 
and will be offering 
more courses across 
British Columbia 
in 2010 for community members interested in 
wetland conservation. BCWF has been working 
in BC’s wetlands for 12 years to help increase 
awareness about conservation and restoration.  

Upcoming events
Wetlandkeepers, Sea to Sky Corridor: Spring and Sum-
mer, 2010. Participate in these 2½-day educational 
field courses to learn the fundamentals of wetland 
conservation and monitoring. In 2010, courses will 
be offered at Cypress Mountain, Squamish, Whis-
tler, and Pemberton.

Wetlands Institute, Kamloops: May 31–June 5, 2010. 
This 6-day course in the Kamloops area will provide 
participants with critical tools to conserve, restore, 

Conserving and creating wetlands is easy!
and even create 
wetlands! Visiting 
several wetlands 
during the week, you 
will learn wetland 
mapping, species 
identification, how to 
construct a wetland, 
and stakeholder 

dialogue and involvement techniques.

Wetlandkeepers, Vanderhoof: June 2010. Learn critical 
wetland conservation and remediation skills and 
become involved in a new stewardship group in 
Vanderhoof. 

Get engaged in conserving our precious wetland 
habitat and water supply. For more information, 
please contact:   
Carolyn Anne Budgell,  
Wetlands Education Coordinator 
wetlands@bcwf.bc.ca 
888-881-2293 x 232

Visit our website:  www.bcwf.bc.ca/programs/wet-
lands/index.html  
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