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As an extension team, we learned many things 
about the process used to collect data for this as-
sessment. While many use the internet to conduct 
business and share information on a daily basis, 
many in the First Nations communities we con-
tacted are so overwhelmed with email and paper 
documentation that they did not respond to our 
initial email. We found that interviewees were more 
willing to take the time to talk to us when we per-
sonally called and arranged a time. We also learned 
that timing is essential. March is year-end for many 
groups and, therefore, many potential interviewees 
did not have the time to participate in the assess-
ment.

The team enjoyed the dialogue with the inter-
viewees who participated in this assessment and 
learned much in the process. It is our hope that 
this experience contributes to a deeper and more 
meaningful relationship between FORREX’s Ab-
original Forestry Extension Specialists, the BC First 
Nations Forestry Council, and First Nation lands 
and resource officials in the future to provide valu-
able resource management information to BC First 

Nations communities, government officials, and 
consultants.

To read the full report, please go to http://www.
forrex.org/publications/other/FileReports/fr09-
01.pdf

To contact our Extension Specialists:

Ajit Krishnaswamy 
Burnaby 
Ajit.Krishnaswamy@forrex.org 
778-782-8080

Larry Joseph 
Hazelton 
larry.joseph@forrex.org 
250-842-6050

Ellen Simmons 
Penticton 
ellen.simmons@forrex.org 
250-493-7181

Georgina Thomas 
Campbell River 
extension@fnforestrycouncil.ca 
250-287-8599  

En’owkin Centre

You are invited to attend the 1st annual confer-
ence “Indigenous Earth: Praxis and Transforma-

tion,” to be held in Penticton, British Columbia from 
Tuesday, March 9 to Friday, March 12, 2010.

The intent of the conference is to connect an 
emerging and diverse range of academics to share 
theories, experiences, and methods for applying 
Indigenous knowledge to complex environmental 
and social realities. This conference will launch a 
series of research publications that will propose so-
lutions to address current environmental concerns 
and to build a bridge between Indigenous knowl-
edge and western scientific approaches.

Indigenous Earth: Praxis and Transformation conference

Revitalizing Indigenous knowledge and 
shaping a new approach for sustainability

A formal program will soon be released that will 
outline addresses by eminent keynote speakers 
and invited presenters and detail a variety of oth-
er sessions that will showcase submitted papers. 

The event will take place at the Penticton Lake-
side Resort in British Columbia, located on the 
Okanagan waterfront.

For more information, including format on the 
call for papers, please go to the following web-
site:  www.enowkincentre.ca

For immediate information, please contact Ellen 
Simmons at ecommunity@vip.net 
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