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assessment of program clients, and input from an 
advisory committee.

Web-based Survey:  To further refine the curriculum’s 
focus on public participation, a short online survey 
was administered to clients and partners in January 
2009. Questions were designed to assess the im-
portance of participation for different client groups, 
to identify which topics or issues were most rel-
evant to their work, and to pinpoint interest level in 
participating in a workshop on public participation 
in natural resource management. Findings from 
the survey were used to prioritize specific topics for 
the curriculum and to make recommendations on 
implementation.

Curriculum Development Workshop:  A workshop involving 
members of the curriculum advisory committee 
and FORREX SEEWG was held March 4–5, 2009 to 
provide substantive input and feedback on an early 
draft. Based on participants’ feedback, a revised cur-
riculum was prepared. 

Some of the sections and modules in the revised 
curriculum have outlines, which will be further 
developed. The curriculum will be tested and deliv-
ered through workshops and web seminars. 

Conclusion
“Doing” participation effectively is more of an art 
rather than a technical skill that can be taught. 
Many practitioners “do” participation every day, but 
many do not have the opportunity to reflect on 
their practice or to contemplate ways to do it bet-
ter. The participation basics curriculum is designed 
to offer this opportunity, and to provide practitio-
ners with useful knowledge and tools that could 
help them engage communities and the public to 
make sound management decisions. The develop-
ment of this curriculum has been supported with 
funding from the Forest Investment Account–For-
est Science Program. Please contact Ajit Krishnas-
wamy (ajit.krishnaswamy@forrex.org) for more 
information.  
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Developing a curriculum on the  basics of public participation

by Gord Austin, Information Products and Services Assistant 

Forests have always been important in British Columbia. 
Humans have used the forest and forest products 

from pre-colonial times into the present, and will 
continue to do so into the future. Forests have 
led to the creation and sustainability of BC 
communities, jobs, identities, cultures, and 
social relationships. 

BC forest history is a very important part of 
this province’s overall history and should 
be studied, understood, and remembered. 
Part of this history includes the experiences 
of those who lived the past, which help 
to enlighten the present and the future. It is 
necessary, then, to ensure that historical materials, 
which can help tell the stories related to these experiences, 
are collected, preserved, and made accessible. Of particular 
interest is the collection and preservation of oral stories.

The Forest History Association of British Columbia, an 
organization that is helping to make people aware of the 

importance of BC forest history, is having a conference 
entitled “Exploring Our Roots: Forest History in Our 
Communities” (September 17–19, 2009), which will bring 
the history of forests and people to the forefront. As the 

conference is located in Prince George, the focus will 
be on what forest history means to the people and 

communities within the Central and Northern 
Interior of BC. However, much of what will be 
discussed can be applied throughout the entire 
province. Also included in the conference will 
be a workshop on how to conduct oral history 
interviews.

To access more information about this conference 
or the Forest History Association of BC, or to register, 

please visit www.fhabc.org/meeting.html

Another organization that is working to make people aware 
of the importance of forest history is the Forest History 
cluster of the Network in Canadian History and Environment 
(NiCHE).  For more information on the Forest History cluster 
of NiCHE, please visit http://niche.uwo.ca/foresthistory  

BC forest history:  Why is it important?

www.fhabc.org/meeting.html
http://niche.uwo.ca/foresthistory

