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FORREX welcomes new team members
FORREX and the En’owkin Centre are very 

pleased that Ellen Simmons has joined our 
team as an Aboriginal Forestry and Indigenous 
Knowledge Extension Specialist. She will be helping 
to design and implement a program that will build 
collaborative linkages with partner organizations 
among the clients and research organizations in 
the Southern Interior. Ensuring that partners and 
clients, with an emphasis on aboriginal communi-
ties, have access to the best available information 
and extension services to address their resource 
management hurdles is the program’s main priority.

Before joining FORREX, Ellen worked with the BC 
Ministry of Environment, Mountain Pine Beetle 
Ecosystem Restoration Team as a mountain pine 
beetle biologist and outreach organizer. Previously, 
she developed a forestry consulting company in 
the Northwest Territories that specialized in ecosys-
tem restoration, which included ongoing working 
relationships with members of the Dene Nation in 
the Sahtu region of the Northwest Territories, as 
well as working for Weyerhaeuser in Alberta in their 
genetic tree improvement program for trembling 
aspen. Ellen holds a Bachelor of Science in forest 
management from the University of British Colum-
bia and is a Forester in Training. Additionally, she 
represents the En’owkin Centre on the board for 
the Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Alliance.  
Her interests and expertise range from the flora of 
boreal forests to silviculture, ecosystem restoration, 
and Traditional Ecological Knowledge. 

Ellen is partnered with the En’owkin Centre and can 
be reached at Ellen.Simmons@forrex.org or ecom-
munity@vip.net.

Kevin Bladon joined FORREX this fall as a Water-
shed Management Extension Specialist. In partner-
ship with the University of British Columbia–Oka-
nagan, he and teammate Todd Redding are respon-
sible for identifying information needs and devel-
oping and co-ordinating extension programming 
and services related to sustainable watersheds. 
Kevin is also involved in conducting research and 
in synthesizing and integrating research results/
knowledge into sound and practical approaches to 
solve complex watershed management challenges 
of resource managers.

Prior to joining FORREX, Kevin worked at the 
University of Alberta as an Ecohydrologist on the 
Southern Rockies Watershed Project in the eastern 
slopes of Alberta’s Rocky Mountains. This work pro-
vided him with an extensive background in natural 
(wildfire and mountain pine beetle) and anthropo-
genic (conventional and salvage logging) distur-
bance impacts on water quantity, water quality, and 
aquatic ecology. He has also been employed as a 
natural resource consultant, working closely with 
various stakeholders to develop sustainable solu-
tions to watershed management issues. Kevin has a 
PhD in ecohydrology from the University of Alberta, 
which addressed tree-water relations and microcli-
mate change. Kevin will be based in Kelowna at the 
University of British Columbia–Okanagan and can 
be reached at Kevin.Bladon@forrex.org  
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The book, Salvage 
Logging and its Eco-
logical Consequences, is 
available in hardcover 
and paperback ver-
sions from your local 
bookseller, from on-line 
order houses, through 
UBC Press (http://www.
ubcpress.ca) in Canada, 
or directly from Island 
Press (http://www.
islandpress.org) in the 
US.

Phil Burton can be 
contacted at pburton@
pfc.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca or 
250-960-6130

and the hemlock woolly adelgid in New England. 
Salvage impacts after forest fires are examined 
for cases in Quebec, the western US, and Australia. 
Post-hurricane salvage impacts in the southeast-
ern and northeastern US are reviewed, along with 
those associated with salvage operations after the 
Mount St. Helens volcanic eruption in Washington 
state. The keys to minimizing the negative effects of 
salvage logging would seem to have three domi-
nant themes:  

•	 Plan for natural disturbances well in advance, 
with conscious efforts to minimize susceptibil-
ity to wind, fire, or insects. 

•	 Avoid salvage operations where naturally dis-
turbed forests are rare.  

•	 Retain biological legacies (e.g., snags, logs, and 

thickets of surviving vegetation) in densities 
and patterns similar to those found in naturally 
disturbed forests.

In the final chapter of this book, we emphasize the 
inevitability of natural disturbances:  fires, storms, 
and insect outbreaks are bound to occur though 
we may not be able to predict when or where. Cer-
tain forest management activities and landscape 
configurations might be implemented to avoid or 
minimize the impacts of these natural disturbances. 
But it is also reasonable to include well-developed 
provisions (contingency plans) for dealing with 
natural disturbances, including the “where” and 
“how” of salvage logging, in all forest management 
and stewardship plans. In other words, it is possible 
to avoid, or at least minimize, the negative impacts 
of salvage logging.  
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Book provides in-depth case study analyses
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