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explain the non-significant relationships for these 
variables. The ability to predict white spruce natu-
ral regeneration characteristics was better in the 
Peace District. The presence of a receptive seedbed 
and the location of seed source relative to prevail-
ing winds were the most important predictors 
for both white spruce presence and density. The 
equations, while statistically significant, had a low 
predictive ability. The low predictive ability reflects 
stochastic events, as well as loss of identifiable 
predictive variables over time, such as post-harvest 
seedbed conditions.

This study provides post-harvest, stand-composi-
tion data which can be used in stand-level growth 
models. It also provides initial quantification of 
stand-level, pre- and post-harvest transition prob-
abilities. The initial quantification of these relation-
ships enables landscape-level mixedwood model-
ling, based on current landscape condition and 
characteristics of individual stands. 
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Improving the prediction of species 
composition for aspen/white spruce stands

Study provides post-harvest, stand- 
composition data for growth models

The annual FIA–Forest Science Program Research 
Call for Proposals (Letters of Intent) was issued by 

PricewaterhouseCoopers on August 1, 2008. 

This Call includes a list of the research themes, topics, 
and issues eligible for funding in 2009–10, with 
accompanying guidelines for proponents. Research 
topics in both the Sustainability, and Timber Growth 
and Value Programs are organized by theme, and 
priorities within research topics are specified by 
geographic region. 

The deadline for submitting Letters of Intent to PwC 
is October 8, 2008. For information related to the Call 
for Proposals visit http://www.bcfsp.com/ 

For more general information on the FIA–Forest 
Science Program, please visit the website at http://
www.fia-fsp.ca
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Determine eligible topic

Issue call for proposals

Submit letters of intent (LOI)

Assess LOIs

Invite full proposals

Submit full proposals

Review full proposals

Approve funding for Business Plan

Notify proponents

Call for Proposals timetable.
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