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Partnerships for Empower-
ment:  Participatory Research 

for Community-based Natural Re-
source Management is a new book 
edited by Carl Wilmsen, William 
Elemendorf, Larry Fisher, Jac-
quelyn Ross, Brinda Sarathy, and 
Gail Wells.

“A ‘must read’ for anyone who 
cares about natural resource 
management…. Without doubt 
this text will remain a centrepiece 
in environmental and commu-
nity studies for years to come, as 
it demonstrates the power and 
promise of community-based 
partnerships on the vanguard 
of sustainable community de-
velopment praxis, forging new 
pathways between social and 
environmental justice, and wed-
ding theory and practice,” says Dr. 
Caitlin Cahill of the University of 
Utah.

Participatory research has 
emerged as an approach to 
producing knowledge that is suf-
ficiently grounded in local needs 
and realities to support communi-
ty-based natural resource man-
agement (CBNRM), and it is often 
touted as crucial to the sustain-
able management of forests and 
other natural resources. This book 

analyzes the current state of the art of participatory research in 
CBNRM. Its chapters and case studies examine recent experiences 
in collaborative forest management, harvesting impacts on forest 
shrubs, watershed restoration in Native American communities, 
civic environmentalism in an urban neighbourhood, and other 
topics. Although the main geographic focus of the book is the 
United States, the issues raised are synthesized and discussed 
in the context of recent critiques of participatory research and 
CBNRM worldwide. The book’s purpose is to provide insights and 
lessons for academics and practitioners involved in CBNRM in 
many contexts. The issues it covers will be relevant to participato-
ry research and CBNRM practitioners and students the world over.

Ajit Krishnaswamy, FORREX Socio-economics Extension Special-
ist, co-authored the chapter on Institutionalization of Participatory 
Research. You can order online at http://www.styluspub.com Save 
20% by using the source code EMPW8 when placing order. Offer 
expires December 31, 2008.  

FORREX specialist contributes to book

“A ‘must read’ for anyone who cares about natural 
resource management…. Without doubt this text will 
remain a centrepiece in environmental and community 
studies for years to come, as it demonstrates the power 
and promise of community-based partnerships on 
the vanguard of sustainable community development 
praxis, forging new pathways between social and 
environmental justice, and wedding theory and 
practice.”

— Dr. Caitlin Cahill, University of Utah
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