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First Nations forest policy was the focus of a 
recent conference examining progress since the 

release of the 1996 Royal Commission report on 
Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP).

Hosted by the Ottawa-based National Aboriginal 
Forestry Association (NAFA), the conference ad-
dressed the forestry-related recommendations in 
the RCAP. Jeff Eustache, Forestry Co-ordinator for 
the Splatsin First Nation, attended the Conference 
on behalf of FORREX.

Participants generally agreed that implementa-
tion of the forestry recommendations has lagged 
behind other areas of the RCAP.  Topics such as 
re-allocation of forest tenures, co-management 
arrangements, resource-based economic devel-
opment, benefit sharing, and capacity building 
were discussed during the two-day conference. 
Participants also discussed the Aboriginal forestry 
implications of recent court decisions, the treaty 
process, and intellectual property rights.

Conference presenters came from as far away as 
Washington (DC), the Northwest Territories, Brit-
ish Columbia, and Atlantic Canada to present 

on panels and in workshops. Former RCAP Com-
missioner Viola Robinson delivered the keynote 
address to delegates and offered insight into the 
Commission’s recommendations and their original 
hopes for the Report. Other speakers addressed 
roles for Aboriginal peoples in National Parks, 
devolution of natural resources to lower levels of 
government, and NAFA’s relationship to the RCAP.

First Nations forestry tenures provided a lively topic 
for discussion. Many of the tenures granted have 
been uneconomically small, overly restrictive, or 
operationally difficult. Conference participants felt 
there was a “disconnect” between the higher-levels 
of tenure-related decision making, and the opera-
tional realities of forestry on the ground. Other 
British Columbia conference attendees included 
Garry Merkel, RFP; Mickey Werstuik, councillor of 
the Westbank First Nation; Dave Nordquist of the 
Adams Lake Band and Chair of NAFA; and Ron Mat-
thew of the First Nations Forestry Association.   

For a Conference summary,  go to http://www.nafa 
forestry.org and follow the link to the proceedings.  

Revitalizing First Nations forest policy

Supporting the development and demonstra-
tion of clean technologies that address issues of 

climate change, clear air, water, and soil is the aim 
of Sustainable Development Technology Canada 
(SDTC), a foundation created by the Government 
of Canada. Established in 2002, the ultimate goal of 
this $550 million fund is to deliver environmental, 
economic, and health benefits to Canadians. This 
year, SDTC will also begin managing the $500 mil-
lion NexGen Biofuels FundTM, which will be invested 
over the next seven years. The primary audiences 
of SDTC include industry stakeholders, Canadian 
researchers, relevant government departments, and 
other relevant sectors.

SDTC has developed four Business Case Reports 
highlighting key technology investment opportuni-
ties for each of the economic sectors under study. 
These sectors include:

• Energy exploration
• Power generation
• Energy utilization
• Transportation
• Agriculture
• Forestry 
• Waste management

These Sustainable Development (SD) Business Cas-
es provide a consistent and fully referenced set of 
recommendations and investment indicators that 
can be used by stakeholders to support possible 
investment opportunities, and serve as a guide for 
future investment priorities.

The Renewable Electricity Generation report makes 
the business case for wind, solar, bio- and fuel-cell 
electricity technology development. The Clean 
Conventional Fuel–Oil and Gas report covers areas 
of energy efficiency; enhanced production; C0

2
 

capture, transport, and storage; and large-scale H
2
 

production. The Renewable Fuel–Hydrogen report 
looks at technology development in areas of elec-
trolysis, plasma dissociation, autothermal reforma-
tion, thermal catalytic dry reformation, byproduct 
hydrogen recovery steam methane reformation, 
gasification and chemical production, and hy-
drogen purification. Finally, the Renewable Fuel–
Biofuels business case describes the opportunities 
in biocombustibles, bio-oil, biodiesel, bioethanol, 
biogas, and biosyngas. By bridging the research-to-
commercialization gap, SDTC acts as the primary 
catalyst in building sustainable development tech-
nology infrastructure   

For more information, visit http://www.sdtc.ca

SDTC bridges the research-to-reality gap FORREX CEO 
appointed to 
member council 
of SDTC
FORREX CEO Chris 
Hollstedt has been 
appointed to the 
member council 
of Sustainable 
Development 
Technology Canada 
(http://www.sdtc.
ca). Headquartered in 
the national capital 
region, the purposes 
of the Foundation are 
to provide funding 
for projects carried 
on, or to be carried 
on, primarily in 
Canada to develop 
and demonstrate 
new technologies to 
promote sustainable 
development, including 
technologies to address 
climate change and air 
quality issues.

Jeff Eustache
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