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non-commercial values of forests. This information 
has been captured to help us better understand 
how to compatibly manage timber and non-timber 
products.” Mitchell explained that the division be-
tween “timber” and “sustainability” within the Forest 
Science Research Program also obscures the fact 
that the distinction between environmental servic-
es, for which there are currently few or no markets, 
and commercially important forest products and 
services, is shifting rapidly.  Values such as First 
Nations traditions and tourism/recreation are also 
receiving less attention than they should because 
of this artificial division. 

 “We hope this project will be both a very efficient 
way to increase our understanding of compatible 
management of timber and non-timber resources, 
and will also help to guide a more integrated re-
search agenda for FSP in future,” said Mitchell.

     

. Managing and monitoring pine mush-
rooms is vital to the sustainability of a resource that 
is key to the economies of many rural First Nations 
communities. 

The project’s focus is to develop tools which easily 
and accurately determine pine mushroom per-
sistence and presence, and which identify new 
harvest areas to ensure the resource remains 
sustainable. This is challenging because the pine 
mushroom does not fruit on an annual basis and 
sporocarp production is not well understood; 
habitat could be destroyed before it is identified.
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Bill Chapman from 
the BC Ministry of 
Forests and Range 
is developing tools 
to more effectively 
monitor the effects 
of the MPB epidemic 
on the spatial 
distribution of pine 
mushrooms.

2008/09 Call  
for Proposals
The annual FIA–Forest 
Science Program 
Research Call for 
Proposals (Letters of 
Intent) was issued by 
PricewaterhouseCoo-
pers on August 1, 2007. 
This Call includes a list 
of the research themes, 
topics, and priorities 
eligible for funding in 
2008/09, with accom-
panying guidelines for 
proponents. Research 
topics in both the Sus-
tainability, and Timber 
Growth and Value 
Programs are organized 
by theme, and pri-
orities within research 
topics are specified by 
geographic region. The 
deadline for submitting 
Letters of Intent to PwC 
is October 10, 2007.  For 
information related to 
the Call for Proposals 
as well as the FIA For-
est Science Program, 
please visit http://
www.fia-fsp.ca

http://www.fia-fsp.ca
http://www.fia-fsp.ca

