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they pursue their interests) and decision-making 
processes. These variables will ultimately determine 
whether any proposed management plan will suc-
ceed or fail. We provide a framework and tools for 
mapping the socio-political context for conserva-
tion initiatives. 

The second main strategy is to change the symbol-
ism. This involves working on small-scale problems 
on-the-ground to build trust and dialogue. Over 
time, people are able to deal with real problems 
rather than symbolic problems.

The final strategy is related to institutional reform. 
We discuss ways to change wildlife management 
institutions so that politicization is reduced and 
better decisions are made about carnivores and 
other wildlife. Well-functioning institutions encour-
age broad participation and democratic debate—
they help citizens to find and implement “common 
interest” solutions to public problems. 

Shawn: How do you think the lessons you learned 
in the United States apply to large carnivore man-
agement in British Columbia? 

Murray: Because of the large amount of public 
land and wilderness we have here, it is easy to think 
of British Columbia as completely different, but 
there are actually many similarities. According to 
BC STATS projections, the province’s population is 
expected to increase by almost 36% between 2001 
and 2031. Although many of these people will live 
in urban areas, interactions with wildlife will in-
crease as the urban/rural/forest interface expands. 
We currently experience these kinds of conflicts 
on the edges of wilderness and protected areas, 
and within many urban areas. Conflicts are likely to 
increase, and if we want to maintain viable popula-
tions of large carnivores, we will need to find ways 
to manage those conflicts successfully. We have a 
great opportunity to learn from others who have 
already faced these issues. 

Clark, T., M. B. Rutherford, and D. Casey. 2005. Co-ex-
isting with large carnivores: Lessons from Greater 
Yellowstone. Island Press, Washington, D.C.
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by Chris Hollstedt, CEO, FORREX 

FORREX, in partnership with the British Columbia 
provincial government’s Forest Science and 

Mountain Pine Beetle programs, is honoured and 
energized to continue to deliver the Provincial For-
est Extension Program (the Program). The Program 
plan defines goals, outcome objectives, and strate-
gies that contribute to the provincial goal of world 
leadership in environmental stewardship, a globally 
competitive forest sector, public confidence and 
trust in forest-sector competence, and the ability to 
achieve sustainable forest management goals. 

The 2006–2007 Program activities focus on con-
tributing to six medium-term outcome objectives. 
These objectives were defined in 2005–2006 follow-
ing a comprehensive provincial client needs assess-
ment, and analysis of past research and extension 
investments. 

The following lists the 2006–2007 planned projects 
by objective. A comprehensive description of each 
project can be viewed at: http://www.forrex.org/
corporate/annual_plan.asp
 
1. Increasing awareness by forestry professionals of current  

scientific, experiential, and indigenous knowledge.

The Provincial Forest Extension Program

Knowledge-based solutions for SFM
2. Increased trust in information products and providers.
• Ecosystem Management and Conservation 

Biology technology transfer 
 Contact: Susan Leech

• Maintaining access to Forest Resources Dynam-
ics science and innovation  
Contact: Kathie Swift

• Publishing quality science-based information 
Contact: Julie Schooling

• Watershed Management publications 
Contact: Robin Pike

• Improving access and synthesis of Forest Sci-
ence Program innovations. 
Contact: Susanne Barker

• Watershed Management listserv and Web site 
 Contact: Robin Pike

• Maintaining access to science-based information  
Contact: Jesse Piccin

• Sustainable forestry extension for small tenures 
Contact: Socio-economics Extension Specialist

What is Extension?
Extension is the 
process of empow-
ering people with 
knowledge. Extension 
professionals engage 
information providers 
and users in various 
strategies to move 
information along a 
continuum from ques-
tions to solutions.

Expect more conflicts between humans and wildlife

. . . continued on page 4
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3. Increased knowledge and skills of current and relevant 
scientific, experiential, and indigenous knowledge relating 
to sustainable forest management.

• Profiling innovation in forest research and 
extension 
Contact: Chris Hollstedt

• Watershed Management communities of practice   
Contact:  Rob Scherer

• Socio-economics science and innovations 
Contact: Socio-economics Extension Specialist

• Extending ecosystem management and con-
servation innovations in planning, implementa-
tion, and monitoring 
Contact: Susan Leech

• Forest Resources Dynamics programming to 
improve timber value and to achieve sustain-
able forest management 
Contact: Kathie Swift

4. Increased science-based policy, plans, and practices 
decisions that result in reduced risk and uncertainty, and 
increased competitiveness.

• Ecosystem Management and Conservation 
Biology policies and practices 
Contact: Susan Leech

• Engaging communities in practices of partici-
patory extension programming to improve 
sustainable forest management planning, 
practices, and monitoring 
Contact: Kathie Swift

• Indigenous knowledge, and forest policy and 
planning 
Contact: Aboriginal Forestry Extension Specialist

• Watershed sustainability: Bridging the gap 
between terrestrial and aquatic ecosystem 
management knowledge, policy, and practices 
Contact: Rob Scherer

• Socio-economics capacity building 
Contact: Socio-economics Extension Specialist

5. Forest managers and the public will aspire to use ecosystem 
management principles and adopt an improved way of 
defining values and strategies to manage for these values to 
reduce risk and uncertainty.

• Regional science forums 
Contact: Chris Hollstedt

• Extension support for planning and public 
consultation 
Contact: Socio-economics Extension Specialist

6. Improved effectiveness and efficiency in co-operative 
sustainable forest management continuing education and 
extension program planning and delivery.

• Support for Forest Science Program Advisory 
Committees  
Contact: Kathie Swift

• Sustainable forestry and continuing education 
in British Columbia: Strategy and partnerships 
Contact: Chris Hollstedt

• Enabling a knowledge-based natural resource 
sector 
Contact: Chris Hollstedt

• Extension leadership and capacity building in 
the conservation community 
Contact: Susan Leech

• Extension programming leadership 
Contact: Kathie Swift

In addition to the core Program, FORREX will help 
to improve access to and use of biophysical science 
and innovations by developing and delivering 
mountain pine beetle (MPB) extension projects. 
Projects will contribute to science-based solutions 
that will:

• develop measures to reduce the spread of MPB,

• protect sensitive fish streams/rivers and species 
at risk, and

• address fuel management on lands surround-
ing high-risk communities.

Contact: Alan Wiensczyk

FORREX is pleased to continue to work with the 
Forest Science Program and our partners to link 
the natural resource community with credible and 
relevant scientific, indigenous, and experiential 
knowledge that will enable knowledge-based 
innovative solutions to sustainable forest manage-
ment policies, plans, and practices. 

Contact information for staff members in this article 
can be found at http://www.forrex.org/corporate/
team.asp

Forest Science is one of seven programs funded 
through British Columbia’s Forest Investment Account 
(FIA) to promote sustainable forest management. The 
program funds forest science initiatives that address 
the critical knowledge needed to enable science-
based sustainable management of British Columbia’s 
forest resources. 

MPB Program
The Mountain Pine 
Beetle Program, funded 
through a $100 million 
payment from the 
federal government to 
the Province of British 
Columbia, is designed 
to:

 1. Deliver additional  
 control measures  
 to reduce the   
 spread (of Moun- 
 tain Pine Beetle)

 2.  Protect sensitive 
 fish streams/rivers  
 and species at risk

 3.  Undertake fuel  
 management   
 on lands surround- 
 ing high risk com 
 munities

 4.  Continue develop- 
 ment of additional  
 markets and prod- 
 ucts.

Maintaining access to information
. . .continued from page 3
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